Fathers' scores on the Nursing Child Assessment Teaching Scale: are they different from those of mothers?
Fathers of 103 Canadian infants (ages 2 to 12 months) were observed interacting with their child using the Nursing Child Assessment Teaching Scale (NCATS). Compared with the NCATS reference data for 387 mothers of similar-aged infants with similar marital status and ethnic background, there was no significant difference on the overall total score. However, fathers had significantly lower scores than mothers on the total parent score. Infants interacting with the fathers had significantly higher total child scores than those interacting with the mothers. Although mothers and fathers were equally sensitive to their infant's cues, fathers were less contingent in interaction with their infants. Implications for practitioners are discussed.